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I'm going to show you how to play 300 different chords using 20 chord shapes!! Sounds daunting?  Well it's not; remember how to find the co-ordinates in a map grid? Well do the same thing with these chords and the guitar neck is the grid.

Find That Chord…

Chords can have very obscure names (Bbmin7b5b9, C#maj7#5#11). I've given you 20 chord shapes, all with the same root of G on the 6th string (on the 3rd or 15 fret). Play through the shapes; there are five major family chords five dominant chords, five minor chords and an assortment of diminished and augmented chords. I have grouped the families in order so you can locate the chord name quickly. For example to play Bb minor 6th (often written Bbm6), you find the root note of Bb on the 6th string (6th fret). Now look up the minor 6th shape (in the minor family) and play that chord at the 6th fret.

Chords & Key Signatures…

You may ask "How do I get 300 chords from these 20 chord shapes?" Well, depending on you see sharps and flats as different notes there are either 12 or 15 key signatures in the theory of music. Multiply this by 20 and you get 240 or 300. So now all you have to do is learn the chord shapes, memorise the notes on the 6th string, and you've an instant chord vocabulary, by-passing the mathematics and theory of music completely.

Muting…
Muting out certain strings is important in some shapes.  For example Gmaj7 and Gmaj6 have their voicing situated on the 6th string, 4th, 3rd and the 2nd strings - the 5th and 1st strings should not be sounded. The most obvious way to do this is to simply miss them out as you strum the chord. Alternatively use the plectrum on the root and fingers on the remaining strings (I favour this method). Thirdly, try left-hand muting to stop the unwanted ones. This technique is effective when using a semi quaver (16th’s) funk feel.

Try Working out These Chords…
Abm7,   D7,   D#9,   Bbm6,   Dmaj7,   Cb9,   A7,   Ab7,   C13,   C#o7,   Fmaj6,   F#m7b5,   Bbm7,   Bm/maj7,   Em,   C,   B7#9,   Abm7,   Db13,   Gbmaj7,   Cbmaj6,   Cbmaj7,   Fm7b5,   Bb7b9,   Ebm9,   Eb7,   Eb11,   E11,   E13,   Amaj7,   D6/9,   D7sus4,   Gm7,   C9,   C#9,   Dm7.

Finger Picking…

Try to use your fingers as well as the pick; I would like you to develop a Hybrid picking style. Styles such as Jazz, Country, Blues and Ballads use quite a bit of plectrum & finger picking combined.

Root Notes of the 6th String…
A full guitar notation table is enclosed with this lesson. This will give you all of the note names on the guitar neck.

Remember…

1.  All chords are moveable.

2.  Root note is on the 6th string.

3.  The chords are grouped into families.

4.  Not all of the chords are bar chords.

5.  Look at the shape of the chords.

6.  Think of a chord as a co-ordinate on the fret board.

7.  Use the chords as a warm-up before you play.

8.  Practise.

Notes…
The sign for the diminished = o, the sign for the augmented = +. So therefore Bbo7 = B flat diminished 7th  and F#+ = F sharp augmented.

Good Morning…
4/4. Gmaj7/// Am7/// Bm7/// Am7/// D9/// Gmaj7/// //// Gm7/// 

C9/// Fmaj7/// Bbmaj7/// Am7/// D9/D13/ Gmaj7/// Abo7/// Am7/// 

Bbo7/// Bm7/// Cmaj7/// //// Em7/// //// F#m7b5/// B7/// Em9/// 

//// Cmaj7/// Cmaj7/// D7sus4/// D7/// Gmaj6/// ////

Strange Change (intro)

4/4. Am/// Am,maj7/// Am7/// Am6/// Fmaj7/// Cmaj7/// G7sus4/// 

G7/G7#5/ Cmaj7/// Cmaj6/// Cm7/// F7/// Bbmaj7/// Ebmaj7/// 

Am7b5/// D11/D13/ G69/// //D7#5#9/. Gm7/// C9/C13/ Fmaj7/// 

Bbmaj7/Bbm7/ Em7b5/// A7b9/A7/ Dm11/// D11/D13/ Gma7/G#o7/ 

Am7/A#o7/ Bm7/Cmaj7/ //// Em7/A7/ Dm7/G7/ Em7/A7/ Dm7b5/G7/ 

D7/G7/ Cadd9/// ////

Made In The UK
12/8. E7/// A9/// E7/// //// A9/// A13/// E7/// C#7/// F#7///  

B7/// E7/// A7/// E7/// B7#9/// E7/// G#7/// A7/// F#7/// B7/// 

B11/// E69/// //// G69/// Bm7/// Am7/// D9/// Bbmaj7/// Cm7/// 

Eb9/// Bbmaj6/// Cmaj7/// Am7/// Dm7/// G7/C7/ F7/Bb7/ Eb7/Ab7/   

Db7/Gb7/ B7#5#9///.  E7/// A9/// E7/// //// A9/// A13/// E7/// 

C#7/// F#7/// B7/// E7/// A7/// E7/// B7#9/// E7/// G#7/// A7/// 

F#7///  B7/// B11/// E69/// ////

