I-IV-V Chord Progressions    
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All progressions shown are taken from the 4th (IV), 5th (V) and 1st (I) degrees of the key stated. For example in C major:

	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V
	VI
	VII
	I

	C
	Dm
	Em
	F
	G7
	Am
	Bm7b5
	C


When you are working out which key signature or scale certain chords belong to, it is vitally important to recognise which chords are the root (I), the 4th (IV) and the 5th (V). You should then be able to apply the correct scale and play in the correct key. For example if you where presented with these chords: C#m / / /   F#m / / /  Bm / / /.   What key do these chords belong to? Look at the I – IV – V degrees in F#m (Natural Minor). You can see that the 1st degree is F#m, the 4th degree is Bm and the 5th degree is C#m, so therefore the key these chords belong to is F#m. You can use the scale of F#m Natural to improvise over with.

I-IV-V CHORD PROGRESSIONS

All of these examples shown are taken from the 1st, 4th & 5th degrees of the major scale, you will also need to learn how the I IV V rule applies to minor keys. This is a table of Major I – IV - V progressions:
	KEY
	I
	IV
	V

	C major
	C
	F
	G7

	G major
	G
	C
	D7

	D major
	D
	G
	A7

	A major
	A
	D
	E7

	E major
	E
	A
	B7

	B major
	B
	E
	F#7

	F# major
	F#
	B
	C#7

	C# major
	C#
	F#
	G#7

	F major
	F
	Bb
	C7

	Bb major
	Bb
	Eb
	F7

	Eb major
	Eb
	Ab
	Bb7

	Ab major
	Ab
	Db
	Eb7

	Db major
	Db
	Gb
	Ab7

	Gb major
	Gb
	Cb
	Db7

	Cb major
	Cb
	Fb
	Gb7


This is a table of Natural Minor I – IV - V progressions:
	KEY
	I
	IV
	V

	A minor
	Am
	Dm
	Em

	E minor
	Em
	Am
	Bm

	B minor
	Bm
	Em
	F#m

	F# minor
	F#m
	Bm
	C#m

	C# minor
	C#m
	F#m
	G#m

	G# minor
	G#m
	C#m
	D#m

	D# minor
	D#m
	G#m
	A#m

	A# minor
	A#m
	D#m
	E#m

	D minor
	Dm
	Gm
	Am

	G minor
	Gm
	Cm
	Dm

	C minor
	Cm
	Fm
	Gm

	F minor
	Fm
	Bbm
	Cm

	Bb minor
	Bbm
	Ebm
	Fm

	Eb minor
	Ebm
	Abm
	Bbm

	Ab minor
	Abm
	Dbm
	Ebm


This is a table of Harmonic Minor I – IV - V progressions:
	KEY
	I
	IV
	V

	A minor
	Am
	Dm
	E7

	E minor
	Em
	Am
	B7

	B minor
	Bm
	Em
	F#7

	F# minor
	F#m
	Bm
	C#7

	C# minor
	C#m
	F#m
	G#7

	G# minor
	G#m
	C#m
	D#7

	D# minor
	D#m
	G#m
	A#7

	A# minor
	A#m
	D#m
	E#7

	D minor
	Dm
	Gm
	A7

	G minor
	Gm
	Cm
	D7

	C minor
	Cm
	Fm
	G7

	F minor
	Fm
	Bbm
	C7

	Bb minor
	Bbm
	Ebm
	F7

	Eb minor
	Ebm
	Abm
	Bb7

	Ab minor
	Abm
	Dbm
	Eb7


This is a table of Blues I - IV - V progressions:

	KEY
	I
	IV
	V

	C Blues
	C7
	F7
	G7

	G Blues
	G7
	C7
	D7

	D Blues
	D7
	G7
	A7

	A Blues
	A7
	D7
	E7

	E Blues
	E7
	A7
	B7

	B Blues
	B7
	E7
	F#7

	F# Blues
	F#7
	B7
	C#7

	C# Blues
	C#7
	F#7
	G#7

	F Blues
	F7
	Bb7
	C7

	Bb Blues
	Bb7
	Eb7
	F7

	Eb Blues
	Eb7
	Ab7
	Bb7

	Ab Blues
	Ab7
	Db7
	Eb7

	Db Blues
	Db7
	Gb7
	Ab7

	Gb Blues
	Gb7
	Cb7
	Db7

	Cb Blues
	Cb7
	Fb7
	Gb7


In a major key all of the 4-5-1 (I – IV – V) chords will be major chords. In a natural minor key the chords will all be minor (as shown in table 2). In a Harmonic minor the 1st will be minor, the 4th will be minor but the 5th degree chord may be a major or dominant 7th chord (as shown in table 3). 

For Blues all of the chord will commonly consist of Dominant 7th chords (as shown in table 4). Practise using arpeggio’s through the I - IV - V chord progressions, you will find that this can sometimes sound African. It’s important that you memorise the key signatures. This is so you can understand why some progressions have sharps and some have flats. If you are playing in F major you will notice that the I - IV - V is F - Bb and C (not F - B & C).

Sharps

C major no sharps or flats (neutral key)

G major 1 sharp F#

D major 2 sharps F#, C#

A major 3 sharps F#, C#, G#

E major 4 sharps F#, C#, G#, D#

B major 5 sharps F#, C#, G#, D#, A#

F# major 6 sharps F#, C#, G#, D#, A#, E#

C# major 7 sharps F#, C#, G#, D#, A#, E#, B#.

Father - Charles - Goes - Down - And - Ends - Battle 7

Flats
C major no sharps or flats (neutral key)

F major 1 flat Bb

Bb major 2 flats Bb, Eb

Eb major 3 flats Bb, Eb, Ab

Ab major 4 flats Bb, Eb, Ab, Db

Db major 5 flats Bb, Eb, Ab, Db, Gb

Gb major 6 flats Bb, Eb, Ab, Db, Gb, Cb

Cb major 7 flats Bb, Eb, Ab, Db, Gb, Cb, Fb

Battle - Ends - And - Down - Goes - Charlie’s - Father.  4

Relative Keys…

Sharps



Flats

C major   - A minor 

C major   - A minor

G major   - E minor

F major   - D minor

D major   - B minor

Bb major   - G minor

A major   - F# minor

Eb major   - C minor

E major   - C# minor

Ab major   - F minor

B major   - G# minor

Db major   - Bb minor

F# major   - D# minor
Gb major   - Eb minor

C# major   - A# minor
Cb major   - Ab minor

I-IV -V & the 12-Bar Progression

A basic modern 12 bar progression applies the I-IV-V chord degrees; use dominant 7th chords at first for that classic blues sound. The progression will start with the first 4 bars on chord I, followed by two bars of the IV chord and back to the I chord for another two bars. The 12 bar is then concluded with a bar of the V, a bar of the IV a bar of the I and then a bar of the V chord (if you intend to repeat the 12 bar) but ending with the last bar on the I chord. Here is an example:

(I)                                                           (IV)                        

C7                                                          F7                           

/  /  /  /      /  /  /  /      /  /  /  /      /  /  /  /     /  /  /  /      /  /  /  /      

(I)                          (V)            (IV)          (I)            (V)

C7                        G7            F7           C7          (G7)

/  /  /  /     /  /  /  /     /  /  /  /      /  /  /  /      /  /  /  /      /  /  /  /

Chord Reading Study…

F / G7 /  C / / /  Bb / C7 /   F / / /   Eb / F7 /  Bb / / /  Ab / Bb7 /  Eb / / / 

Db / Eb7 /  Ab / / /  Gb / Ab7 /  Db / / /  B / C #7 /  F# / / /  E / F#7 /  

B / / /   A / B7 /  E / / /   D / E7 /  A / / /   G / A7 /  D / / /   C / D7 /   G7 / / /

